Stockholm Seminars
Focusing on the dynamics and stewardship of social-ecological systems

Moving toward Post-2015: the new research agenda of UNESCO’s
Man and the Biosphere Programme
Han Qunli

Director, Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences Secretary, Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme, UNESCO

Thursday 24 April, 11.00-12.00
Linné Hall, The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences
Lilla Frescativägen 4A, Stockholm
Established in 1971, UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere programme (MAB) has evolved from an ecology-based
scientific programme into a strong interdisciplinary scientific programme for sustainable development. The World
Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR), which developed from one of the 14 early MAB research themes, now
has members from 621 managed ecosystems from 117 countries and provides a unique framework for biodiversity
conservation, cultural diversity, scientific research and development of local sustainable development programmes.
The WNBR offers an important connection between the global sustainable development agenda and specific
and dynamic national and local contexts. With 2015 approaching, extensive discussions take place about a new
agenda for cooperation based on the post 2015 agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals. In response to
this, the MAB Council decided in 2013 to start the development of a new strategy for MAB and its World Network
of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR).
A central issue is to develop a research agenda for MAB which would give MAB and its WNBR a central role
in the new international cooperation agenda. Within such agenda, issues concerning ecosystem rehabilitation
and recovery, climate effect mitigation and adaptation, conservation for peace, future conservation regimes and
development of inclusive green societies are particular relevant.
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